
We can only imagine the excitement, nervousness, and anticipation the folks felt 127 years ago when they were beginning the 
new town of Laurel, Nebraska.  Their planning and development of streets, water and sewer systems, businesses, schools and 
all the other components they felt were necessary for a successful community had to have seemed like a daunting task.  Our 
ancestors had to make many sacrifices financially, physically, and mentally to achieve their goals.  We should all be grateful for 
the commitment these folks made to the future residents of Laurel. 
 
After 127 years, it’s time to remodel!!! 
 
Laurel school and community leaders have undertaken four projects that will put Laurel in position for a bright future.  The 
downtown revitalization, new firehall, new community center project and the school bond issue have given our generation an 
opportunity to be part of shaping the future of Laurel. 
 
The Laurel Downtown Revitalization, scheduled for next year, will rejuvenate our downtown with new streets, sidewalks, 
lighting, and improved drainage.   
 
The new firehall will provide the fire district with a facility that will allow our volunteer firemen and EMT’s to adequately store 
and maintain the modern equipment needed for tomorrows emergency services. 
 
The new (much advertised) Laurel Community Center will be an attractive, multi-purpose event center that will “anchor” the 
east end of our new main street. 
 
The proposed new school positions Laurel as a community committed to education for many generations to come. 
 
These four projects scheduled for construction in 2021 would make the folks who started Laurel in 1893 proud.  We should feel 
privileged and honored to be living during a time when we can be part of this “remodel project” for Laurel. 
 
All improvements come with a cost.  I am very sure our ancestors sacrificed much financial discomfort to pay the price to start 
new beginnings at this point on the map. We are all appreciative of their foresight to create what became our home.  Now it’s 
our turn to show a commitment to future Laurel friends and family.  An increase in the sales tax, passed by voters in 2018, 
supports the costs of the downtown revitalization.  An increase in property taxes will provide for a new school and firehall.  
After receiving several grants, private donations will finish off the fundraising for the new community center.   
 
Sorry to paraphrase a current campaign slogan…. but…please be a part of this opportunity to “Make Laurel Great Again”! 
 
Shop in Laurel.  Every dollar you spend here helps support our businesses and our tax base for the downtown revitalization. 
 
Thank a fireman or EMT when you see them.  Participate in their fundraisers.  They are volunteers, giving freely of their time to 
provide our community with trained emergency services.  The least we can do is provide them with modern equipment and 
facilities. 
 
Make a generous donation to the Laurel Community Center project.  Private contributions are what we need to meet the goal.  
If you have already pledged…thank you!  We need your help to build a facility we can be proud of. 
 
Vote FOR the school bond issue.  Our kids (now and into the future) deserve the best educational facility and environment we 
can provide for them to be successful in life. 
 
Will these projects create a bit of personal financial discomfort? Yep.  Did our ancestors suffer a lot of personal financial 
discomfort to give us our home?  Yep.  Is there value in these projects?  Yep.  Is it worth it?  We hope you agree the answer is 
yes and that you are proud to be part of this exciting time to call Laurel home. 
 
Please take advantage of this opportunity to make our community better than we found it. 
 
Jim and Lanita Recob 
 
 


